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Dear mutual friends of Fr. Carmelo Fonseca:

It seems that most of you share my sorrow and grief at his death.  A
Memorial Mass will be held September 27, 2014.   [Details are further
in newsletter.]

All priests are welcome to attend.

He endeared himself to our community over the years and was
considered a brother priest by those who worked with migrant people.

I can see how that those of us who knew him will not forget the
influence he had in our negotiations on both sides of Matamoros.

Without a doubt he has left an indelible mark on the border that can
be only be positive for both sides.  We will never forget the way he
was.  We will never have a LAMP meeting  without thinking of him.

Gratefully yours in Christ,

Rev. Msgr. George M. Hastrich
Spiritual Director/President



IN LOVING MEMORY 

PADRE CARMELO FONSECA
July 16, 1946 - June 26, 2014

LAMP friends and volunteers were saddened to learn of the recent death of Fr.
Jose Carmen Fonseca Hermosillo (Fr. Carmelo Fonseca) , age 67.  He was born
July 16, 1946 in Valle Hermosa, Tamaulipas, Mexico.  He was ordained June 18,
1971.  He died June 26, 2014 of a heart attack in Matamoros, Mexico.  He was
attending a meeting with the Bishop Mons. Ruy Rendón Leal, and the other
priests of the Diocese of Matamoros, Mexico when he was stricken.

He was pastor at a number of parishes in Mexico.  First at San German  -
Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, then in Valle Hermosa at Nuestra Señora de
Guadalupe and later in Valle Hermosa at Sagrado Corazón de Jesús.  He also
served as pastor in Rio Bravo at Nuestra Señora de San Juan de los Lagos.  He
was currently the pastor in Diaz Ordaz at San Miguel Arcángel.  Many
parishioners in those parishes are also saddened by his unexpected death.

Many LAMP volunteers worked with Fr. Carmelo in those parishes.  He was a
regular visitor to Madison and Wisconsin visiting former volunteers and friends
who had worked with him.  In April of this year, he was in Madison to help
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the LAMP program.

He is survived by two sisters and nieces & nephews.  He was predeceased by his
parents and brother.  Burial was in Valle Hermosa, Mexico.
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Memorial Mass for Fr. Carmelo Fonseca

A Memorial Mass for Fr. Carmelo Fonseca will be held on Saturday, September 27,
2014 at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church, 602 Everglade Dr., Madison WI.   Phone
number for the church is:  608-833-2600.

Mass will be at 11 am (approximately) and there will be a lunch afterwards in the parish
hall.  

If you plan to come, please let us know so we can plan for food, etc.  A dish to pass
would be appreciated – either a salad or dessert or whatever.

St. Thomas Aquinas is located on Everglade Drive at the corner of Old Sauk Road on
Madison’s far west side.  If you are coming from out of town, take the Beltline (Highway
12) west to the Old Sauk Road exit. Turn right onto Old Sauk Road and travel 1.2 miles.
St. Thomas Aquinas is two blocks past the intersection of Old Sauk Road and Gammon
Road on the right side. Turn right at Everglade Drive and the first two driveways on the
right enter the parking lot.

Due to road construction you may not be able to exit on Old Sauk Rd.  You could then
exit Mineral Point Road then north (or left)  Gammon Road  to Old Sauk Road.  Turn
right on Old Sauk to Everglade Dr.  You will see the church before you get to street.  

You could also take Gammon Road north from the Beltline. 

Rosaries:

We will continue to collect rosaries, etc.  We will now send them in care of Fr. Roberto
Sifuentes to an address in Brownsville.  If you have any questions, please call Mary
Schaller at 608-845-7028.

Sympathy:

Don Gostomski, a former LAMP volunteer in 2003, 2004 and 2006.  He died August 11,
2014.  Our prayers for Don’s family.  In 2003 he worked with Padre Caarmelo Flores in
Frc. González Villareal,

Socorro Marquez died January 9, 2014.  She had lived in Madison from 1967 to 1990
and help with many LAMP functions and with many organizations at the St. Martin
House in Madison.  She also was a volunteer with LAMP in 1989 and 1991.  She had
been living in San Antonio after moving from Madison.

Jose Garcia, age 99, from San German, Mexico died this year.  He was as special
friend to LAMP volunteers Robert & Margaret Gevelinger who helped to build the
church in San German.  Fr. Carmelo was pastor there also.
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LAMP celebrates 50 years [from article published in the Catholic Herald]

Around the Diocese written by Kevin Wondrash, Catholic Herald Staff 4/17/2014

MADISON -- Sunday, April 6, was a day of celebration. The Latin American Mission
Program (LAMP) celebrated 50 years of work and bringing people closer to God with a
Mass and dinner at the Bishop O’Connor Center in Madison.

Bishop Robert C. Morlino of Madison offered the Mass. Among the concelebrating
priests was Msgr. George Hastrich – whose brother, Bishop Jerome Hastrich, led the
first LAMP group that went to Mexico to perform mission work.

Midwest LAMP was organized in 1964 in response to an apostolic exhortation of Pope
John XXIII.

On June 22, 1964, 45 pilgrims left Madison on the first LAMP pilgrimage. Their aims
were: to visit the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City and to take an active
part in missionary work in Latin America.

This was the beginning of almost 50 years of volunteer missions to Mexico to teach
religion, provide health care missions, and donate Rosaries, clothing, and medicines.

Giving thanks for LAMP’s work

Bishop Morlino and his brother priests processed in while a guitarist played and sang a
hymn in Spanish.

The bishop thanked everyone for coming to celebrate “the wonderful 50th anniversary
of LAMP.”

He encouraged everyone to pray in remembrance of Bishop Hastrich, who died in 1995.

During Bishop Morlino’s homily, he said, “Lamp is a very good word as we begin the
season of Passion time,” entering into the “final solemn days of the Lenten season.”

“Lamp means a light in the darkness,” Bishop Morlino added. “It means the light of the
conquering by the risen Christ. . . the risen Christ is the source of all light that conquers
the darkness only through death and resurrection.”

Bishop Morlino went on to say, “We need light as people in this country in trying to deal
with all immigrants in a humane way,” respecting them as “sons and daughters of the
Lord. That is a particular area of darkness in our society, on which we need a lamp to
shine. You are such wonderful bearers of the lamp.”
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A time to celebrate

After Mass, a catered dinner was held in the Bishop O’Connor Center hall. As guests
entered the hall, they had an opportunity to see displays showing the history of LAMP.
There were numerous photo albums, newspaper articles, and books telling the stories
of the mission work over the past half century.

Fr. Bart Timmerman, pastor of St Thomas Aquinas Parish in Madison, led a blessing
over the meal.

Father Timmerman thanked God for the “opportunity to be together and to celebrate the
50th anniversary of LAMP” and to “celebrate all the good ministry and work of the Lord
that we were able to accomplish through the grace of God in these 50 years.”

He prayed for all those who continue to work in the missions and that all the people
helped “may know the love of God.”

Deli and Steve Lanoux, who came to the celebration from Texas, enjoyed seeing many
old faces.

“More than a mere reunion, this was a pilgrimage from the South Texas Gulf Coast to
see old friends,” they said. “We had a great time, loved the energy in the room and the
people, and hated to leave so much that we hooked up with some of the group again
that evening.”

Longtime LAMP volunteer Pat Crabtree, Edgerton, said, “The Mass and dinner added
so much to the memories we shared in meeting the many volunteers who worked with
LAMP through the years to provide for the physical and religious needs of the people of
Mexico.

The Casa de San Martin in June 2014 The Chapel in the Casa in June 2014
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Notes:

1)       If you are interested in the complete articles published in the Catholic Herald, go to the
website:   www.madisoncatholicherald.org and then search for LAMP.  There are 2 articles
there–excerpts of one in this newsletter and the one announcing the 50th Anniversary of
LAMP.  To view or purchase photos (there are several) of the Anniversary, go to
madisoncatholicherald.smugmug.com  (Catholic Herald photo/Kevin Wondrash.  

or use this link: 
http://madisoncatholicherald.smugmug.com/EventsheldintheMadisonDiocese/LMAP-50th-
Anniversary/38505920_ckbjbk#!i=3181651717&k=HgpXb6F

2)       For anyone interested in articles in the Matamoros newspapers about Fr. Carmelo, I
can e-mail or I could mail a copy to you.    Some have already been sent by e-mail.   Contact
Mary Schaller at mschalle@chorus.net or call 608-845-7028

June 2014 trip to Brownsville:

Pat Crabtree and Mary Schaller left Wisconsin, June 22 and arrived in Brownsville, Texas on
Tuesday, June 24.  Mary had loaded the trunk of her car with supplies – rosaries (many boxes),
statues, teaching materials, etc. to give to Fr. Carmelo.  We met Cesar Ayala and his parents. 
Later that morning went with Cesar Ayala Sr. and his mother Delores who drove us to
Matamoros, Mexico.  We went to the Casa San Martin.  Our last time at the Casa was in 2008
when we had our last mission.  We were able to open the storeroom where we stored teaching
supplies, etc. for use in our LAMP missions.  We did have to have a lock smith unlock the
outside door but we did have keys for the locked storeroom as well as keys for many of the
rooms at the Casa.  We left the keys there and sorted out the supplies.  We set some aside for
Fr. Carmelo and told the caretaker to distribute all the remaining supplies.  The Casa appeared
clean.  We did take a few photos of the chapel.  We did notice that the old wooden partitions
were gone.  Probably destroyed by termites.

After that we stopped at Garcia’s which most LAMP volunteers probably remember.  It was not
busy like in the years when we were in Mexico for missions.  We had dinner, the usual
musicians were playing.  We did buy a case of vanilla–Tom Scott’s request.
He got half and Pat & I split the other half.  The vanilla seemed to be our usual souvenir of
Mexico.  We had no trouble crossing the border.  Just showed our passports, etc.

Later that evening we met with Domingo Martinez Reyes in Brownsville and discussed the
needs of the Casa.  For those who remember him, he is now married and lives in Brownsville. 
It was noted that the Casa needs new water heaters - preferably electric, plumbing and some
roof repairs.  Domingo and others use the Casa as a headquarters for their group which train
catechists.  

The next day, Wednesday, Cesar Ayala Sr. & Dolores Ayala took us into Mexico again.  We
went to Valle Hermosa via the “free” bridge west of Matamoros.  We stopped at their house
first.  They no longer sleep there as the electric bill is just a tad expensive - something like
$2000 a month courtesy of the govt.  We then went into Valle Hermosa.  It was strange how it
looks the same yet different.  We visited both the churches – first was Our Lady of Guadalupe
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where Fr. Carmelo once worked.  We took several pictures in and around the church.  There
are changes there – more outbuildings and the rectory seems larger than I remember.  We then
went to Sacrado Corazon the other church where Fr. Carmelo also had worked.  Lots more
pictures.  They were getting ready to celebrate a fiesta–there was a tent set up in the street in
front of the church.  We had lunch at the restaurant owned by Cesar.  

That evening after we returned to Brownsville, we met at the Red Lobster with Fr. Carmelo
Fonseca, Fr. Roberto Sifuentes, Vicar of the Diocese of Matamoros and Bishop Mons. Ruy
Rendón Leal.  We gave copies of the title, etc. that we had for the Casa de San Martin.  We
had sent these 2 years ago hoping to facilitate transfer the ownership to the Diocese of
Matamoros.  We hope that now the Bishop is aware of it, they can complete the necessary
legal paperwork to get this accomplished.  We also asked about possible needs that LAMP
could make donations to.  He did mention a number of groups.  (Many of these are listed on the
Diocese of Matamoros website.).  

We hoped that this meeting had accomplished the main purpose of our trip.  We had decided
then to return to Wisconsin the next day, Thursday.  We took a last mini tour of Brownsville,
checking out some of the familiar places before leaving.  We traveled as far as Franklin, Texas. 
Later that evening Fr. Roberto Sifuentes called us with the news of Fr. Carmelo Fonseca.  He
had a fatal heart attack.  We could not believe it.  It was a shock to everyone–here and in
Mexico.  The Bishop had been meeting with the priests of the Diocese that week.  

We called Tom Scott to report the news and he called several people to let them know also. 
Pat & I debated whether to return to Brownsville or not.  Since we did not know yet of the
funeral arrangements, we decided to return home.  We arrived home by late Saturday evening,
June 28.

DIOCESE OF MATAMOROS WEBSITE:

Diocese of Matamoros has a website so you can check for priests, the parishes, etc. on the
website:  http://www.diocesisdematamoros.org.  It take a little time as you cannot search by the
priest’s name to see which parish he is assigned to.  You need to search  by parish name to
see who is assigned there.

LAMP volunteer list (all years)

A  list of all volunteers from the beginning of LAMP in 1965 through the last missions in 2008
has been typed up.  Corrections continue to be made.  Tom Scott said it helped him to
remember his missions and who was with him.  If anyone would like this, I can send it to you via
e-mail as a PDF document.  Contact Mary Schaller at e-mail address: mschalle@chorus.net. 
Also I do have individual lists per year, hopefully retyped correctly.

E-MAIL RESPONSES RE. ANNIVERSARY  &  ABOUT  FR. CARMELO
I enjoyed the pictures. Hope all is well with you.
My wife Margo (deceased, 2009) and our two children (Peter and Emily) went to Mexico with LAMP
Volunteers for one summer in the late 80's. It was a wonderful experience for our family. 
I live in Annapolis MD and so does Peter. He is a professor of law at Anne Arundel County Community
College. Emily married a Scotsman who works for the English govt and she, her husband and two young
boys will be moving to Ascension Island in early July for a 2 year assignment. 
Thank you for keeping all the LAMP volunteers up to date on LAMP.     Marc Wirig    (4/23/14)
-----------------------------
Yes, it was a great day and a great event. A good time had by all. I really enjoyed it. Thanks for all of your
hard work in planning. I am so blessed to be a part of LAMP.
Thanks, Fr. Bart    (4/24/14)
-----------------------------
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Dear Mary, 
I did see the excellent coverage of the LAMP event in the Catholic Herald. Thanks for sharing all the
pictures. Looks like it was a wonderful event. I'm sure Bob and Margaret and Bishop Hastrich were smiling
down on the party! 
Easter Blessings   Mary Ellen Gevelinger, gevelingerop@aol.com    (4/24/14)
--------------------------------
Thanks for sharing the pictures. Still fond memories and sorry I couldn't make it that day.    Larry Tranel   
(5/1/14)
--------------------------------
Re. List of all volunteers:
Wow, Mary, what an effort and what a list!!!! THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH. The list is very interesting
and I'm finding people on it that I know quite well. I did however volunteer 2 or 3 years but I would have to
go back to see what the other year(s) was/were. I thought I went on 1 or 2 "teaching" stints and 1
"working" trip in the Spring -- that was the one when Sheila Schyvinck and I rode down with Tom. It was
sort of a reunion because those who went were part of the first group in 65. We were gone about 2 weeks
and went on many adventures, including a wedding, a Quinceañera, a cookout/party @ Lola's (do/did you
know Lola?), visiting people in their homes. It truly was quite a trip.    Thanks again, Mary.   Blessings,
Marilynn Rebman   (1/24/14)
----------------------
Memories: 
1. Mrs. Finnegan making sure I got plenty of Pudding when I was a meer 16 (now 66 with no need of lots
of pudding...) 
2. Asking my host what I would say before Siesta. Reply: Nada. So I said Buenas Nada ...host thought that
hilarious... 
3. "Pilgrimages" to Churches for Visits to the Blessed Sacrament in true Catholic and Redemptorist way ... 
4. Bishop Hastrich serving at table ... but did not wash any feet ... 
From Fr. Kevin Fraher    (2/16/14)
-----------------------------------
Dear Mary,
Thanks for contacting me. I am currently out of town for the next week, and so sorry that I am unable to
attend. Please give my regards to everyone. Lots of Lamp history in my family!   Lenten Blessings,  Mary
Ellen Gevelinger    (4/1/14)
-----------------------------------
Dear Mary, 
Thank you for sharing the news about Carmelo! I appreciate all that you share tremendously much, as
Carmelo has been a very important person in my life. 

Carmelo had eagerly awaited the joy of visiting with Steven and me after we retired to Brownsville, which
we'd anticipated would be in the Fall 2014. But in March 2014, Steven decided on a third term on the city
council here in Port Aransas, which meant a two-year delay in the move. Anticipating Carmelo's big
disappointment, I wrote to him right away so that he'd receive my letter before LAMP's 50th anniversary
reunion. This way, if he had questions, we could talk at the luncheon. Only he didn't bring up the letter at
all! 

Afterwards, on May 8th, I received Carmelo's (last) letter. He'd read my letter on April 14th. After the
reunion! 

I'd been writing to the Brownsville address he preferred instead of his church address, and he'd delayed
picking up his mail. Oddly, he made no mention of our delayed retirement plans (after so much
anticipation) but did end his letter a cryptic "Pray for me" that greatly concerned me. 

About our friendship 
Carmelo and I had just found each other again in June 2012--- forty-six years after meeting through LAMP
in July 1966. 
Afterwards, Carmelo would visit my mother in Brownsville off and on. During his last visit to her decades
ago, mom had jotted down his address for me on an envelope. 

Mom told me about their visit much later on, since I lived out of state. When she did give me the envelope,
I misplaced it! 

Of course, I never forgot Carmelo or LAMP. I longed to reconnect with my dear friends, namely Carmelo,
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"Pat Finnegan" (even though she'd become Ishizaki), and Kathy Ganser. I wanted to know about
Carmelo's sister, Rosa, who'd crocheted three doilies for me the summer of LAMP. And I wanted to know
not just about LAMP, but also about everyone else connected to the program. 

That one LAMP experience remained with me so vividly that I just had to know more! 

After I retired from teaching and moved here to Port Aransas (December 2005), I began praying in earnest
to find the missing envelope. And in June 2012, St. Anthony led me to it! 

I didn't realize the timeliness of my first letter to Carmelo (June 17th) until I received his first letter.
Carmelo was ordained on June 18, 1971, mom's birthday; so somehow God allowed us another bonding
moment through dates. Steven likes to tease that I'm big on numbers! 

In my first letter I'd written that Mom had died November 29, 2011; so Carmelo wrote that he'd celebrate
some Masses for her. Truly a heartfelt response! But it was just like Carmelo to be so considerate! 

Looking back 

All together Carmelo and I exchanged twenty-four letters between June 2012 and May 2014. A lot for
someone who didn't like to write and took his time about doing so!   Yet reconnecting with Carmelo felt as
natural as if we'd always been in each other's lives! 

Because of Carmelo, I learned Pat's address and continue to stay in touch via emails. Talk about God's
sweet favors! But because of Carmelo and Pat, I (we) received the invitation to LAMP's 50th anniversary
Mass and luncheon in Madison. On the very same day! 

I think God was letting us know we were all in synch! Neither distance nor time nor lack of regular
communication could pull apart what he'd set in motion! Carmelo, Pat, and I were in LAMP together,
enlightened by and through him. So I right away emailed Pat and wrote to Carmelo to share the
coincidence. 

Finally 
So you can imagine how I felt at the LAMP reunion. 
A Significant Missing Puzzle Piece had fallen into place! I felt so embraced! 

I still do! 

And the best part? Getting to know Sheila, Aggie, Ron, and so many others on a deeper level! Everyone is
so special! 

So please, please do continue to share news with me (us), as I appreciate all of your communications---
every morsel big or small--- greatly! 

Thank you, Mary!   Love, joy, peace!   Deli in Texas    (7/1/14)
------------------------------
I have loved Carmelo for decades. We had plans for him to visit us (often) in Brownsville once Steven
retired and we relocated to our house there. (Carmelo had even written to me saying he'd already passed
by the house, so he knew exactly where to go when the time came!) So I was (still am) crushed when he
died. 

And I miss him. So, when I received your email earlier today, I forwarded the message to Steven. And,
because he knows how I feel... and how special it was for us to be among all of you at LAMP's 50th
reunion... it's only fitting that we should join you all in your memorial Mass for him. 

I'm very grateful for your communications!   Love, joy, peace!    Deli    (8/25/14)
------------------------------
Thank you Mary, for the e-mail.  I’ll keep Fr. Carmelo in my prayers.
Edna Resaari.    (8/26/14 )

9



THANK YOU – address corrections, e-mail requests.

Thank you to all who sent in address corrections, or requested to be removed from the LAMP
newsletter mailing list.  Many are now requesting to receive the Newsletter by e-mail.  This is a
lot easier to do and there is no cost postage.  Many address corrections come through the Post
Office when I do not have your current address.  As LAMP will not continue with many more
newsletters, your current address is important.  

If you would prefer to get the newsletter by e-mail (in “pdf” format), please e-mail me
at: mschalle@chorus.net.   Thank you.  

It is also quick a way to notify you of any important news that we need to share as
soon as possible or if someone from Mexico is visiting, etc.

E-  -  -  -  -  -  -  - E -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -E  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -E   -  -  -  -  -  - E -  -  -  

REMINDER--ADDRESS UPDATES 09/2014

If we need to correct your name or address, please complete the following and return.  If you
know someone who would be interested in the Newsletter or was a former volunteer and does
not currently receive the Newsletter, please let us know their name and address.  Thank you for
your help.  

Date:____________________
_____ Please correct my address.

_____ I am interested in receiving the LAMP Newsletter.

_____ Please remove my name from the mailing list.

NAME: 
_________________________________________________________________________

STREET:____________________________________________________________________ 

CITY/STATE:_____________________________________ ZIP   CODE:_________________

Previous name & address:

Tear off or cut along dotted line, fill out and mail to:  LAMP - NEWSLETTER, 
P.O. Box 85 
Madison, WI 53701-0085

or e-mail to:   mschalle@chorus.net

Editor   - Mary Schaller 9/2014
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