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Words to Ponder:  
Messages from the Pulpit 

 

Readings for September 18, 2011, from the Word among us 
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Is. 55:6-9; Ps. 145; Phil. 1:20-24, 27; Mt. 20:1-16 

9.18.11: Catechetical Sunday: Most Holy Trinity… Father Rodney P. Bourg [audio recording] 

“’Conduct yourselves in a way worthy of the gospel of Christ’ (Philippians 1:27).    

“That’s a tough one.   

“These last three weeks, we’ve been hearing from Matthew’s gospels; and the challenges have 
been great for us. 

“If we are to live as Christians in today’s world, we almost become countercultural.   

“Three weeks ago, remember, we were told that we are our brother’s keepers; that we do have 
to mind each other’s business; that we have a responsibility for one another to see that we get 
to heaven.   

“Then last week, we were also told that we need to love one another as Christ loved us; and, 
sometimes, that was a big challenge. 

“And then today we find out that ‘the last will be first, and the first will be last’ (Matthew 20: 
16). 

“You can be assured of one of two things: One, that if that were to happen today, Christ 
wouldn’t even be out of court until he was past the Resurrection because we live in a world 
where we think we deserve more than we get.  We think that we are entitled to more than we 
get.  And the reality is that God challenges us today in this gospel ‘cause what the bottom line 
is, on the day of judgment, God’s going to care less about what we did or didn’t do or what we 
said or didn’t say.   

“What he’s going to be concerned about is where are we in relationship to him?   

“Did we know him, and did we live as we knew him?  Or were we too wrapped up in what the 
world was teaching?   
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“Today’s gospel is a challenge to us.  But, thank goodness, our God is generous and merciful, for 
all of us are going to need that mercy and that generosity on the day of judgment because we 
live as imperfect individuals in an imperfect world.  And so, on the day of judgment, we’re going 
to look for that mercy and generosity.  And we’d better not worry about what the other guy got 
or didn’t got.  We need to pay attention to our relationship with God.   

“That brings me now to Catechetical Sunday.   

“The teachers, the catechists, have been in preparation for the beginning of this year.  They 
have gone through the formation.  The aides have prepared to assist the teachers in the 
carrying on of that most important part of our ministry as a faith community.  And that is the 
passing on of the faith.   

“The bishops of the second Vatican council… tell us loud and clear that parents are the first 
teachers of their children in the ways of the faith and, in some cases, the grandparents because 
they didn’t do the job with the parents that they were supposed to do.  And so they get a 
second chance with their grandchildren.  But the reality is, on the day of judgment, parents, you 
will have to answer to almighty God for what kind of teacher you have been.   

“As a pastor, I’m often criticized for being too direct.  But when a parent complains to me that 
their child is not being taught their prayers in class, I usually put both feet up their backside 
because that’s not the job of the catechist.  Those children should know those prayers when 
they walk in the front door.  Otherwise, you have not been doing your job.   

“Knowing the Commandments, living their faith, they should see that from you, the parents and 
grandparents.  That’s what they will model, the kind of Christian, the kind of Catholic, you have 
been.  That’s what they model.  And so the responsibility and the priorities are yours.   

“Our role as a faith community is to assist you and to assist the children in building on that solid 
foundation of our tradition as a Catholic community.  But we need to have that foundation 
already in place that comes from what they learn at home.   

“Sadly, we start with a handicap because many times our children are not given the basics at 
home.  They expect the teachers to do the basics, and that’s unfair.  We are cheating our 
children.   

“Then as the children get older, then we fight the battle because we’ve allowed space to 
become more important than religion.  For example, how many of you are here at this Mass 
because you want to get to the Saints game or not miss the first kickoff?   
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“Your priorities are straight.  At least you’re at Mass.  But how many times have we fought our 
children about a baseball game or a soccer game or gymnastics or whatever is more important 
than church?  And that’s not a battle that your children should be fighting.     

“If you have a coach that tells you they have to play—or they have to come to practice or they 
don’t play—then it’s time for you to get in that coach’s face and get the priorities straight.  Not 
your children.   

“And your children should not be penalized by their coach because they come to church.  But, 
yet, the parents that sit by quietly and allow that to happen, you’re going to answer for that 
because you’re not teaching your children the right priorities.   

“The coaches are being told, at least in the Catholic school system, what the priorities are.  
Some of them are not going to like it because they’re under pressure to win, to win, to win.  If 
that’s what we’re about, then we’re not about Jesus Christ.  And we haven’t heard this 
morning’s gospel.   

“His priorities are different.  His ways are not our ways.  But, if we profess to be his disciples, if 
we profess to live the life that he has taught us how to live and keep our priorities straight, then 
we have to live accordingly.  We have to make the tough decisions.  And sometimes our 
children are not going to like us because I don’t know of a teenage boy who would much rather 
be at Mass than out on a baseball diamond.  And, yet, that’s our role because, until the day 
they stand before the bishop and commit themselves to Confirmation, parents, you’re on the 
hook for their faith. 

“On the day of their baptism, you took on that responsibility to raise those children in the 
practice of the faith and teach them how to be priest, prophet, and king and those terms’ 
meaning. 

“Our catechetical program helps us put the flesh to the skeleton of our faith.  And so it’s 
important.  Not only do the parents have that responsibility, we as a faith community have that 
responsibility in the catechetical program of this parish because, by our example, we teach our 
children.  Not only the parents.   

“The parents look to us for support.  The parents need our support and encouragement to let 
them know that they’re doing the right thing, to help them when need arises, to make sure that 
the priorities are kept straight.  And that’s our responsibility as a faith community to mirror and 
model Jesus Christ to these children so that what we pass on to them is a legitimate faith, a 
true faith, a faith lived in the twenty-first century in difficult times.   

“If we model that for them, then great things happen in our faith community.   
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“God’s presence is visible in a real way, and it all begins here.  It’s to this altar that we bring to 
God our concerns, our needs, our wants.  And it’s from this altar, that we receive the ultimate 
gifts of God himself.  And it is in that hit that we receive the grace and the necessary tools to 
live that life that we’re called to.   

“Even when the world looks at us like we’re crazy, even when the world tells us, ‘You’re 
dumb’—remember—all God can promise us is a fair daily wage.  That’s all we’re entitled to.   

“Whether someone gets more than we do or less than we do, that’s not our concern.  Our 
concern is that we give God our very best—each and every one of us individually—because, on 
the day of judgment, that’s what we will be judged on, what we did with the gifts that he gave 
us.  He’s not going to be interested in what we did as compared to somebody else.   

“How often do we use other people’s behavior to rationalize our inappropriate behavior?   

“You know, I’m speeding on the interstate.  I can’t tell you the times the deputy has stopped 
people speeding on the street.  And, usually, somewhere in the conversation the subject comes 
up: ‘Well, everybody else is speeding.’   

“Everybody else is jumping off the bridge.  You going, too?   

“How many times do parents use that with their teenagers? 

“Again, God isn’t interested in what everybody else did.  He’s interested in what we did, as 
individuals, with the gifts that he has given us.  So the challenges are great as we live the faith in 
this twenty-first century, and we pass on that faith to the next generation.   

“What is it that we are passing on?   

“Are we giving them the very best?  And if not, why not?  And remember that we as a faith 
community—not only the parents—but we as a faith community, share in that responsibility of 
handing on only the very best, of handing on Jesus Christ.   

“Amen.” 


